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Name: _______________________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 

Part 1: What’s In a Photograph? 

Meet Sarah Gudger.  You’re going to get to know more about her later.  Right now, all you have is this 

picture.  What do you see in this photograph?  

Discuss what you see in this photo with your partner, and then answer the questions below. All students 

need to complete their own worksheets. 

 

1. Describe the woman in the photograph.   

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How old do you think she is? Explain how you came up with your answer. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. When do you think this photo was taken? Explain your reasoning. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What do you think she might be like in person, based on this photograph? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What do you observe from her clothes and appearance?   

_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

6. Did you and your partner have the same description of this woman? _____________________ 

What was the same?________________________________________________________ 

What was different?________________________________________________________  
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Part 2: In Somebody Else’s Words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1938.  Library of Congress 
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Name: _______________________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
 

Part 2: In Somebody Else’s Words 

When Sarah Gudger was interviewed for the Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' 

Project, 1936-1938, her interviewer included a personal description of Sarah.  Read the interviewer’s 

description found on the previous page.   

 

How did the interviewer describe Sarah Gudger’s physical appearance and personality? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does the interviewer’s description match yours? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How are your descriptions similar or different? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Think about what you learned from the listening to the interviewer’s description.  Why do you think that 

both a photo and a written description were included with Sarah Gudger’s narrative?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: _______________________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 

Part 3: In Her Own Words 

Below is an excerpt from the interview with Sarah Gudger:  
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(An excerpt from the interview with Sarah Gudger, continued) 

 

 



 EXPLORING SLAVERY THROUGH PERSONAL NARRATIVES 

 
 

Name: _______________________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 

Part 3: In Her Own Words 

1. This interview was documented in writing on May 5, 1937, not recorded in an audio file. The 

interviewer was able to use correct grammar and spelling, but chose to write Sarah Gudger’s words 

as you saw in the document. Why do you think that the interviewer chose to write Sarah Gudger’s 

words as she did? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Who was Sarah Gudger? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In her interview, Sarah describes watching stars falling from the sky with her mother when she was 

a child.  Why do you think she shared this story? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

4. If Sarah Gudger was “nigh onta fifty” near the start of the Civil War in 1861, how old was she was in 

1937 when this interview was recorded? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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5. Sarah describes what they used to do when the Yankees were coming near their home.  What did 

she protect? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

6.  What happened to Sarah’s father, brother, and sisters after the war? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Slavery was abolished in 1865.  Why do you think that the United States Government created this 

program to interview and photograph ex-slaves in the 1930’s, 70 years later? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What did you think was the most interesting part of Sarah Gudger’s interview? Why? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 


